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Report to our Constituents                               

     
December 31, 2009 

 
Dear Friends, 

 

    Godôs blessings to you and yours for a healthy and 

prosperous New Year! Welcome again to The Crucian 

Legislator.  I take this opportunity to humbly report on my 

Legislative activities during the 2009 calendar year of the 

28
th
 Legislature. My staff and I continue to act on 

constituentsô concerns. Therefore, I strive to fulfill the role 

of a Legislator, which is to make laws, set spending limits 

and oversee government operations. During the six (6) 
regular Legislative Sessions (does not include December 

21-22 Session) convened by the 28
th
 Legislature, I 

remained focused on the task of providing both 

experienced and competent leadership in the manner in 
which legislation was discussed and voted upon. I continue 

to lead by example, work cooperatively and maintain a 

spirit of decorum and dignity which the People of the 
Virgin Islands expect and deserve from this august body.  

       

Currently, I Chair the Committee on Labor and 

Agriculture and remain pleased to serve on the Committee 
on Rules and the Judiciary; the Committee on Health, 

Hospitals and Human Services and the Committee on 

Housing, Sports and Veteran Affairs. 
 

Additionally, the voice of the Virgin Islands is not 

only heard on the national level, but more importantly 

represented through my national positions. For the third 
consecutive term, I was reelected as an At-Large Member 

of the Executive Committee for the National Black Caucus 

of State Legislators (NBCSL) and currently serve as the 1
st
 

Vice-Chair of the NBCSL Policy Committee on Health and 

Human Services. In March of this year, I was appointed as 

the NBCSLôs representative to the Diabetes Epidemic 
Action Council (DEAC) of health experts and practitioners, 

community leaders and activists, and industry 

representatives who represent the interest of the African 

American community, as advocates with the American 
Diabetes Association (ADA). I remain committed to our 

motto, ñLeadership At Home and Abroadò.  

 

 

SENATOR RICHARDSé 

Improving the lives and livelihood of Virgin Islanders 
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MAKING LAWSéAll in a Dayôs Work,                                      

Senator Richards is on the job!!! 

 

 

 
V Act No. 7060: An Act that adjusted the    

appropriations for FY 09 while making 

supplemental appropriations to the 

Department of Public Works and the 
Waste Management Authority.  

 

 

 

V Act No. 7063 (Override on May 28, 

2009): An Act known as ñThe Virgin 

Islands Economic Stimulus Funds 

Accountability and Transparency Act of 

2009ò relating to the efficient use and 

accountability for stimulus monies under 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment 

Act of 2009. 

 

    
  Senator Richards and PERB Officials at a 

Committee on Labor and Agriculture Meeting 
 

 
V Act No. 7069: In conjunction with Senator 

Neville James, an Act mandating the 

appropriate use of seat belts and child 
restraints, while establishing fines and 

penalties for violation(s) of these 

mandates. 
 

V Act No. 7077: An Act known as the 

ñVirgin Islands Motorcycle Safety 
Education Act of 2009ò mandating the 

establishment of standards for rider 

training courses, improvement of licensure 

requirements  and promotion of 
motorcycle safety through education  and 

public awareness.  

 

V Act No. 7084 (Override on August 

20, 2009): Requires any insurer in the 

Virgin Islands, inclusive of the private 

sector, offering a health insurance plan 

to ensure that part of its plan provide 

access to a Preferred Provider 

Organization (PPO) as defined by local 

law. 

 

 

 
V Act No. 7086: An Act known as the 

ñElection Reform Law of 2009ò 
authorizing the Supervisor of Elections to 
create a centralized electronic voter 

registration list, the use of provisional 

ballots, re-defining what constitutes a vote 
and improving on the administrative 

practices of the election system.  

 
V Act No. 7097 (Override on September 

16, 2009): In conjunction with Senator 

Michael Thurland, an act relating to the 

intra-territorial transport of motor 

vehicles within the territory 

specifically limiting the requirements 

to the presentation of a valid vehicle 

registration document. 

 
V Act No. 7098 (Override on September 

16, 2009): In conjunction with Senator 
Shawn Michael Malone, an act requiring 

all ratification of Coastal Zone 

Management permits by the Legislature to 

be considered by the full body. 

 

 

 
V Act No. 7101, Section 11: As it relates to 

the ñVirgin Islands Commission on 

Aquaculture and Maricultureò by 

reducing the number of members from 

seven to five and ensuring representation 
from the University of the Virgin Islands, 

Agricultural Extension Service. 

 
V Act No. 7101, Sections 14 and 15: 

Appropriated $2,000,000 from the St. 

Croix Capital Improvement Fund to the 

  January 13, 2009 Session 

  May 28-29, 2009 Session 

   August 20-21, 2009 Session 

  September 17, 2009 Session 

   April 16 , 2009 Session 
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Department of Housing, Parks and 

Recreation for necessary repairs to the 
Paul E. Joseph Stadium.  

 

 

 
V Act No. 7128, Sections 2, 3 and 4: In 

conjunction with Senator Louis Patrick 

Hill, amended the Government Employees 

Retirement System Reform Act of 2005 to 

extend the deadline for implementation of 
particular sections to January 1, 2011, 

while requiring the GERS to submit a plan 

to the Legislature by January 31, 2010, in 
addition to appropriating the sum of 

$3,000,000 for payment of both employee 

and employer contributions for annual and 
sick leave hours credited. 

 
V Act No. 7130: An Act requiring Virgin 

Islands Physicians to comply with the 
Medicare Prescription Drug Improvement 

and Modernization Act of 2003 by 

electronically transmitting all patient 
prescriptions to pharmacists by December 

31, 2011.  

 
V Act No. 7131: An Act redefining 

temporary employees, inclusive of 

federally funded positions, in the 

government and setting specific guidelines 
for their appointment. 

 
V Act No. 7131, Section 3: In conjunction 

with Senator Celestino A. White, Sr., an 

Act appropriating $600,000 to the Virgin 

Islands Housing Authority to pay salaries, 
thereby avoiding layoffs and ensuring the 

continued employment for some twenty 

(20) employees territory-wide. 

 
V Act No. 7132: In conjunction with Senator 

Nereida Rivera-OôReilly, an Act requiring 

supermarkets to furnish a price list for 
certain food items to the Department of 

Licensing and Consumer Affairs on a 

monthly basis.  
 

V Act No. 7136: In conjunction with Senator 

Shawn Michael Malone, an Act 
establishing rules and procedures to 

expunge records of arrest for individuals 

not convicted of a criminal act. 
 

V Act No. 7138: On behalf of Mona Barnes, 

an Act rezoning Plot No. 1 Estate Grange 
Hill, Company Quarter, St. Croix from R-1 

(residential-Low Density) to B-3 (Business 

Scattered) to allow construction of a 

residential community for members 
deployed to serve in the     armed forces. 

 

 

 

As Chairman of the Committee on Labor and 

Agriculture, we began the task of assessing those 

governmental departments and agencies that fall 

within the jurisdiction of the Committee. We 

began by delving into the administrative and fiscal 

operations of these entities based on the following 

adapted schedule: 

 February 25
th

 Department of Labor  

 February 25
th

 Office of Collective 

Bargaining  

 February 27
th

 Department of Agriculture 

 March 6
th

 Public Employees Relations 

Board 

 March 25
th

 Second meeting was held with 

the Department of Labor to specifically 

address the Department of Laborôs 

Division of Labor Relations. 

 June 25
th

 St. Thomas/St. John Labor 

Leaders were invited to share concerns 

relative to their interactions with both the 

public and private sector employers. 

 July 6
th

 St. Croix Labor Leaders were 

invited to share concerns relative to their 

interactions with both the public and 

private sector employers. 

 September 29
th

 The Committee held a 

ñMock Committee Meetingò with the 

Department of Laborô St. Croix Labor 

Management Committee, where high 

school students from across St. Croix took 

on the roles of the leadership of the 

Department and Senators to discuss the 

ñYouth Transitional Employment Actò. 

 

               

   October 28, 2009 Session 

Labor and Agriculture Committee    Labor and Agriculture Committee 
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Senator Richards and some of the High School Students that 

participated in a Mock Committee on Labor & Agriculture 

Meeting. 
 

 October 6
th

 and 19
th

 The Committee held 

a ñTown Hall Meetingò on St. Croix and 

St. Thomas respectively, entitled ñThe 

Effects of Act No. 6794 on the 

Governmentôs Labor Forceò. Each 

meeting provided an opportunity for the 

GERS Administrator, Mr. Austin Nibbs 

and Senior Executive Staff, to share with 

employees and retirees the impact of Act 

No. 6794 on their retirement, in addition to 

allowing for a question and answer 

segment to inform the attendees.   

 
All of the Government Departments or Agencies 

provided the Committee with their Organizational 

Chart, inclusive of vacant positions; an Annual 

Report; FY 09 Operational Budget for Fiscal Year 

2009; the Mission Statement, Goals and 

Objectives; a listing of federally funded programs 

and the corresponding grant amount; a listing of 

Boards or Commissions under their jurisdiction; a 

listing of all contracted services and the cost of 

each; a listing of all Boards and Commissions 

which the Department or Agency Head is 

authorized by law or appointed by the Governor to 

serve on and to identify any pending legal actions 

involving the respective entity. These documents 

laid the foundation for pursuing our oversight 

responsibilities. Additionally, a number of Bills 

were assigned and acted upon by the Committee 

on Labor and Agriculture during the following 

meetings: 

 

 March 30
th

 to consider Bill No. 28-0011: 

to establish ñThe Virgin Islands 

Consolidated Bargaining Councilò. 

 June 2
5th

 to consider Bill No. 28-0045: to 

prohibit the harassment and termination 

from employment of employees who file 

complaints with the Department of Labor. 

 September 29
th

 to consider Bill No. 28-

0090: to extend the Workers 

Compensation benefits to certain 

Emergency Response Teams and Radio 

Volunteers; and Bill No. 28-0103: to 

extend Workers Compensation benefits to 

members of Virgin Islands Rescue Teams, 

licensed EMTôs and EMT trainees. 

 October 19
th

 to consider Bill No. 28-0142: 

as it relates to wrongfully discharged 

Government employees. 

We give thanks to my ICM colleagues in the 

Nineteenth (19
th
) Legislature, former Senators 

Virdin C. Brown and Almando ñRockyò Liburd, 

for their introduction of the legislation which 

became Act No. 5814 on October 8, 1992. The 

Act officially named the Veteransô Park on the 

waterfront of Frederiksted, as the Verne I. 

Richards Veterans Memorial Park. We thank the 

administration of Governor Charles W. Turnbull 

for commencing the activities necessary for the 

completion of this facility and thank the 

administration of Governor John P. de Jongh for 

the completion of this project. 

 
Senator Richards and members of his family at the dedication of 

the Verne I. Richards Veterans Memorial Park. (Photo Courtesy C. 
Farrell) 

     Fruits of our Legislative Activities 
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Our gratitude is extended to the Department of 

Housing, Parks and Recreation for the 

implementation of Act No. 6577, to honor Eliza 

James McBean posthumously and name the clock 

tower and boardwalk in Frederiksted, St. Croix 

ñThe Eliza James McBean Clock Tower and 

Boardwalkò, enacted May 7, 2003. Mrs. McBean 

left us at the age of 105 years in July of 2001. On 

the anniversary of her birth, September 9, 2009, 

the park was finally dedicated in her honor. 

     
Senator Richards poses with the son and great-granddaughter 

of the late Mrs. Eliza James McBean at the dedication 

ceremony. 

 

Thanks to the 

Public Works 

Department 

for 

implementing 

Act No. 

6934, Section 

5, which 

appropriated 

$500,000 to 

the 

Department 

of Education 

for removal of dilapidated bleachers and to 

purchase and install new bleachers at the Ronald 

Charles Gymnasium at the St. Croix Central High 

School. This project was instrumental in the 

school meeting its requirements for full 

accreditation and represents marked improvement 

to the facility. 

 

Senator Richards was the primary sponsor of the 

rezoning of Plots No. 294-A and the remainder of 

295 Estate Barren Spot, which set the foundation 

for the adoption of the Tax Increment Financing 

Legislation and the ratification of Act No. 7054. 

This Act approved the development plan for 

Island Crossings Shopping Center project, the 

home of anchor tenant Home Depot on St. Croix. 

 

 
Sen. Richards speaks at Home Depot Groundbreaking 
Ceremony. (Photo Courtesy St. Croix Avis S. Hanlon) 

 

 

Senator Richards expresses his thanks to the 

members of the 27
th
 Legislature, ñA Peopleôs 

Majority : United in Purpose, Commitment and 

Visionò for establishing the wherewithal to adopt 

Act No. 6966 that established ñCapital Outlayò 

funding for the Legislature of the Virgin Islands in 

the following manner: 

 

Renovations and Improvements  $550,000 

Equipment and Machinery $300,000 

Equipment Leases and Purchases $600,000 

Computer Equipment $250,000 

 

            TOTAL                          $1,700,000 

 

This funding laid the foundation for much of the 

repairs and renovations currently being done at the 

facilities of the Legislature territory-wide. 
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Senator Richards received the National Black Caucus of State 

Legislators (NBCSL) 2009 Eagle Award on December 4
th

. 

 
Senator Richards attended and participated in the 
following conferences to enhance his ability to 

adequately represent us at home and abroad: 

 

 January 16-21, 2009 Washington, D.C. 

Inauguration Activities of President ïElect 

Barack H. Obama (Paid by VI Legislature) 

 

 March 20-22, 2009 Arlington, VA 

NBCSL Executive Committee & NMA 

10
th
 Annual Colloquium on African 

American Health (Paid by NBCSL) 

 

 April 19-22, 2009 Alexandria, VA 

NBCSL & ADA 10
th
 Tri-Council Meeting 

(Paid by American Diabetes Association) 

 

 May 14-17, 2009 St. Thomas, VI 

NBCSL Spring Forum-ñHealth, Energy 

and Telecommunications Policy Actionsò 

(Paid by NBCSL & V.I. Legislature) 

 

 June 11-14, 2009 San Juan, PR 

NBCSL & NHCSL Health Conference 
Promoting Healthy Lifestyles 

(Paid by NBCSL) 

 

 July 20-24, 2009 Philadelphia, PA 
 

 

 

 

 

NBCSL 2009 Legislative Summit & 

NCSL Executive Committee Meeting 

(Paid by VI Legislature) 

 

 September 23-26, 2009 Washington, D.C. 

CBCF Annual Conference & NBCSL 

Executive Committee Meetings 

(Paid by VI Legislature) 

 

 October 01-03, 2009 Indianapolis, IN 

NBCSL 16
th
 Annual Mental Health 

Conference (Paid by NBCSL) 

 

 November 17-19, 2009 Arlington, VA 

American Diabetes Association  

3
rd
 Annual Disparities Partnership Forum 

(Paid by VI Legislature) 

 

 December 2-6, 2009 Fort Lauderdale, FL  

NBCSL 33
rd
 Annual Legislative 

Conference (Paid by VI Legislature) 

 

We thank you for the opportunity to continue 

serving the Virgin Islands. 
Office of Senator Usie R. Richards  

28
th

 Legislature of the Virgin Islands 

100 Lagoon Homes, Suite 2 Frederiksted 

St. Croix, Virgin Islands 00840-3912 

Phone: (340) 712-2320/693-3507 

Fax: (340) 712-2372/693-3647 

Email:senatorrichards@hotmail.com 

Website: www.senatorrichards.com 

 

Senator Richards is named a Paul Harris Fellow on 

December 15
th
 by St. Croix Rotary West President Debra 

Howell and former Senator and Rotary Member Edgar M.  

Iles. 

 


