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SENATOR RI CHARDSEé
Improving the lives and livelihood of Virgin Islanders

Report toour Constituents to lead by example, work cooperativelgnd maintain a
spirit of decorum ad dignity which the People of the

Virgin Islands expect and deserve from this august bod

Currently, | Chair the Committee on Labor an
Agriculture and remairpleased to serve on the Committg
on Rules and the Judiciary; the Committee to@alth,
Hospitals and Human Serviceand the Committee on
Housing, Sports and Veteran Affairs

Additionally, the voice of th&/irgin Islandsis not

December 312009 only heardon the national level, but rre importantly
represented throughmy national positionsFor the third
Dear Friends, corsecutive terml wasreelected as an Atarge Member

of the Executive Committee for the National Black Caug
Godos bl es sndnyguss fot a heaitiyuand of State Legislator@NBCSL) andcurrentlyserveas the I
prosperous New Year! Welcome again Toe Crucian Vice-Chair ofthe NBCSL Policy Committee on Health a
Legislator. | take this opportunity to humbly report on myHuman Servicedn March of ths year | was appointed as
Legislative activities during the 2009 calendar year of tibe N B C S Lrépsesentativeto the Diabetes Epidemic
28" Legislature My staff and | continue toact on Action Council(DEAC) of health experts and practitioners
consttuent® concerns Therefore, Istrive to fulfill the role community leaders and activists, and indus
of a Legislator, which is takelaws, set spending limits represetatives who represerthe interest of theAfrican
and oversee government emtions During the six (6) American commuity, as advocates with the America
regular Legislatve Sessiongdoes not include DecemberDiabetes Association (ADA)l remaincommitted to our
21-22 Session)convened by He 28 Legislature, | motto,iLeader shi p At .Home an
remained focused on the task of providing both

experienced and competent leadership hia manner in L g
which legislation wa discussed and voted updmontinue
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Senabr Richards is on the job!l!
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January 13, 2009 Sessio

Act No. 7060 An Act that adjusted the
appropriations for FY 09 while making
supplemental appropriations to the
Department of Public Works and the
Waste Management Authority.

April 16, 2009 Session

Act No. 7063 (Override on May 28,
2009: An Act kK MiewMirgina s
Islands Economic Stimulus Funds
Accountability and Transparency Act of

2 0 0 eelating to the efficient use and
accountability for stimulus monies under
the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act of 2009.

-

Senator Richards and PERB Officialsat a
Committee on Labor and Agriculture Meeting

May 28-29, 2009 Sessio

Act No. 7069 In conjunction with Senato
Neville James an Act mandating the
appropriate use of seat belts and child
restraints, while establishing fiseand
penalties for violation(s) of these
mandates.

Act _No. 7077 An Act known as the
fivVirgin | sl ands
Education Act o f 2 OGn@ndading the
establishment of standards for rider
training courses, improvement of licensure
requirements and pmowotion  of
motorcycle safety througkducation and
public awareness.
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V Act No. 7084 (Override on August

20, 2009: Requires anynsurer in the
Virgin Islands inclusive of the private
sector,offering a health insurance plan
to ensure that part of its plan provide
access to a Preferred Provider
Organization (PPO) as defined lmcal
law.

August 2021, 2009 Session

Act No. 7086 An Act known as the
AEIl ecti on Reform L
authorizing the Supervisor of Elections to
create a centralized electronic voter
registration list, the use of provisional
ballots, redefining what constitutes a vote
and improing on the administrative
practices of the election system.

Act No. 7097 Qverride on September
16, 2009: In conjunctionwith Senator
Michael Thurland, aact relating to the
intra-territorial  transport of motor
vehicles within the territory
specifically limiting the requirements
to the presentation of a valid vehicle
registration document.

Act No. 7098 (Override on September
16, 2009: In conjunction with Senator
Shawn Michael Malone, naact requiring

all ratification of Coastal Zone
Management permitsy the Legislaturéo

beconsidered by the full body.

September 17, 200%essiol

Act No. 7101, Section 11As it relates to
the AVirgin
Aquacul ture

and by Ma
reducing the number of members from
Tl. t% five 2t Tefistirfg representation
from the Uhiversity of the Virgin Islands,
Agricultural Extension Service.

Act No. 7101, Sectios 14 and 15:

Appropriated $2,000,000 from the St.
Croix Capital Improvement Fundotthe

Il sl ands CHo



Department of Housing, &ks and
Recreation for necessary repairs to the
Paul E.Joseph Stadium.

October 28, 2009%5ession

Act No. 7128, Sections 2, 3 and 4n
conjunction with Senator Louis Patrick
Hill, amended the Government Employees
Retirement System Reform Act of 2005 to
extend the deadline for implementation of
particular sections to January 1, 201
while requiring the GERS to submit a plan

expunge records of arrest for iadiuals
not convicted of a criminal act.

V Act No. 7138. On behalf of Mona Barnes,
an Act rezoning Plot No. 1 Estate Grange
Hill, Company Quarter, St. Croix from-R
(residentialLow Density) to B3 (Business
Scattered) to allow construction of a
residentihk community for members
deployed to serve in the armed forces.

Labor and Agriculture Committee

to the Legislature by January 31, 2010, ims Chairman of the Committee on Labor and
addition to appropriating the sum ofagriculture we began the task of assessing those
$3,000,000 for payment of both employegyqyernmental departments and agencies that fall
and employer coniributions for annual an%/ithin the jurisdiction of the Gmmittee. We
sick leave hours credited. began by delving into the administrative and fiscal
operations of these entities based on the following

V Act No. 7130: An Act requiring Virgin

Islands Physicians to comply with the
Medicare Prescription Drug Improvement
and Modernization Act of 2003 by

electronically transmitting all patient

prescriptions to pharmacists by December
31, 2011.

Act _No. 7131: An Act redefining
temprary employees, inclusive of
federally funded positions, in the

government and setting specific guidelines
for their appointment.

Act No. 7131, Section 3In conjunction
with Senator Celestino A. White, Sr., an
Act appropriating$600,000 to the Virgin
Islands Housing Authority to pay salarjes
therebyavoiding layoffs and ensuring the
continued employment for some twenty
(20) employees territorwide.

Act No. 7132 In conjunction with Senator
Nereida RivereD Reilly, an Actrequiring
supermarkets to fuish a price listfor
certain food items to the dpartment of
Licensing and Consumer Affairs on a
monthly basis.

Act No. 7136:1In conjunction with Senator
Shawn Michael Malone, an Act
establishing

rules and procedures to

adapted schedule:

February 25" Department of Labor
February 25" Office of Collective
Bargainng

Eebruary 27" Department of Agriculture
March 6" Public EmployeesRelations
Board

March 25" Second meeting was held with
the Department of Labor to specifically
addr ess t he Depart e
Division of Labor Relations.

June 28" St. Thomas/St. John Labor
Leaders were invited to share concerns
relative to their interactions with both the
public and private sector employers.

July 6" St. Croix Labor Leaders were
invited to share concerns relative to their
interactions with both the public and
private sector employers.

September 28 The Committee helda

A Mo c k Commi td with théde et i
Depart ment of Labor @
Management Committee, where high

school students from across St. Croix took

on the roles of the leadership of the
Department and Senators to discukse
AYouth TransitiAntad m




e March 30" to considerBill No. 28-0011
t o establ i gdgin Isiafdb e \
Consolidated Bargainjgn
e June 2" to considemBill No. 28-0045 to
prohibit the harassment and termination
from employment of employees who file
complaints with the Department of Labor
e September 2§ to considerBill No. 28
0090 to extend the Workers
Compensation benefits to  certain

Sendor Richards and some of the High School Students that

participated in a Mock Committee on Labor & Agriculture Emergency Response Teams and Radio
Meeting. Volunteers; andBill No. 280103 to
extend Workers Compensationnedits to
« October 6" and 19" The Committee held members of Virgin IslandRescueTeams
afl Town Hal | onMte@rdixiandg 0 | i censed EMTH6s and EMT
St. Thomas respectively,netled i Th e o October 19" to cansiderBill No. 28-0142
Effects of Act No. 6794 on the as it relates towrongfully discharged

Government 0s L aHaahr F @dveGrnent employees.
meeting provided aropportunity for the

GERS Administrator, Mr. Austin Nibbs Fruits of our Legislative Activities
and Senior Executive Staff, to share with

empbyees and retirees thmpactof ACt \ye give thanks to my ICM colleaguds the

No. 6794on their réirement, in addition t0 Njneteenth (18) Legislature, former Senators
allowing for a question and answek;i  qi n C. Brown and Al fha
segment to inform the attendees. for their introduction of the legiation which

became Act No. 5814 on October 8, 1992. The

Act officially named the VeteradsPark on the
ﬁaterfront of Frederiksted, as the Verne I.

Chart, inclusive of vacant positions; an Annu ichards Veterans Memorial Paf/e thank the
Report FY 09 Opeational Budget for Iscal Y ear dministration ofGovernor Charles W. Turnbull

2009; the Mission = Statement, Goals ana)r commencing tl activities necessary for the

Objectives; a listing of federally funded pmgramﬁlpmpldion of this facility and thank the

and the correspo_nd,ng grant amount; a I!st!ng Ydministration of Governor John P. de Jongh for
Boards or Commissions under their jurisdiction; fhe

listing of all contracted servicesnd the cost of g
each; a listing of all Boards and Conssibns .
which the Department or Agency Head
authorized by law or appointed by the Governor
serve on and to identify any pending legal actior
involving the respective entity. These documen; Al
laid the foundation forpursuing ouroversight
responsibilities. Additionally, a numbesf Bills g
were assigne@nd acted upon by the Committee®g
on Labor and Agricultureduring the following
meetings:

All of the Government Departments or Agencie
provided the Committee with theiOrganizational

o | \'

SenatorRichardand members of his familyat the dedication of
the Verne I. Richards Veterans Memoral Park. (Photo Courtesy C.
Farrell)




Our grattude is extendedo the Department of accreditation and represents markexgrovement

Housing, Parks and Recreation for
implementation of Act No6577, to honor Eliza

théo the facility.

James MBean posthumously and name the clocBenator Richards was the primary sponsothef

tower and boardwalk in Frederikste®t. Goix
AThe
Boardwal ko,
left us at he age of 105 years July of 2001. On

the anniversary of her birth, September 9, 2009his Act approved the development plan for

the park was finally dedicated in her honor.

- “' -

Senabr Richards poses with the son and gfeagranddaughter
of the late Mrs. Eliza James M8ean at the dedication
ceremony.

Thanks to the
Public Works
Department
for
implementing
Act No.
6934, Section
5, which
appropriated
$500,000 to
the
Department
of Education
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for removal of dilapidated bleachers and to

rezoning of Plots No. 29A and the remainder of
El i z aBead &lotk sTowavl cand 295 Estate Barren Spawhich set the foundation
e n aMrs. &dBeaM &oy ther gdoptidl® @ Bhe Tax Increment Financing

Legislation and the ratificatio of Act No. 7054.

Island Crossings Shopping Center project, the

home of anchor tenant Home Depot on St. Croix.

aN—1
Sen.Richards speaksat Home Depot Groundbreaking
Ceremony. (Photo Courtesy St. Croix Avis S. Han)

Senator Richards expresses his thanks to the

members of the 27 Legislature fi A
Majority : United in Purpose, Commitment and

Visiono for establishing the wherewithal to adopt

Act No. 6966that establishedi Capi t al
funding for the Legslature of the Virgin Islands in
the following manner:

Renovations and Improvement$550,000
Equipment and Machinery ~ $300,000
Equipment Leases and Purchases $600,000
Computer Equipment $250,000

TOTAL $1,700,000

purchase and install new bleachers at the Ronatflis furding laid the foundation for nah of the
Charles Gymnasium at the St. Croix Central Highepairs and renovations currently being dahéhe
School. This project was instrumental in theacilities of the Legislature territoryide.

school meeting its requirements for full
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Senator Richards received the National Black Caucus of Stt
Legislators (NBCSL) 2009 Eagle Award on December

Senator Richards attended and participated in the
following conferences to enhance his ability to

adequately represent us at home and abroad:

January 181, 2009 Washington, D.C.
Inauguration Activities of Presiaei Elect
Barack H. Obama (Paid by VI Legislature)

March 2622, 2009 Arlington, VA
NBCSL Executive Committee & NMA
10"  Annual Colloquium on African
American Healti{Paid by NBCSL)

April 19-22, 2009 Alexandria, VA
NBCSL & ADA 10" Tri-Council Meeting
(Pad by American Diabetes Association)

May 1417, 2009 St. Thomas, VI
NBCSL Spring Forumii He a |l t h
and Telecommunications Policy Actians
(Paid by NBCSL& V.I. Legislature

June 1114, 2009 San Juan, PR
NBCSL & NHCSLHeath Conference
Promoting Healthy Lifestyles

(Paidby NBCSL)

July 2024, 2009 Philadelphia, PA

Senator Richards is named a Paul Harris Fellow on
December 1% by St. Croix Rotary West President Debra
Howell and former Senator and Rotary Member Edgar M.

lles.

Ene

NBCSL 2009 Legislative Summit &
NCSL Executive Committee Meeting
(Paid by VI Legislature)

September 226, 2009 Washington, D.C.
CBCF Annual Conference & NBCSL
Executive Committee Meetings

(Paid by VI Legslature)

October 0103, 2009 Indianapolis, IN
NBCSL 16" Annual Mental Health
Conference (Paid by NBCSL)

November 1719, 2009 Arlington, VA
American Diabetes Association

3 Annual Disparities Partnership Forum
(Paid by VI Legislature)

December &, 2009 Fort Lauderdale, FL
NBCSL 33 Annual Legislative
'c8n¥erence (Paid by VI Legislature)

We thank you for the opportunity to continue
serving the Virgin Islands.

Office of Senator Usie R. Richards

28" Legislature of the Virgin Islands

100 Lagoon HomesSuite 2 Frederiksted

St. Croix, Virgin Islands 008403912

Phone: (340) 712320/6933507

Fax: (340) 7122372/6933647
Email:senatorrichards@hotmail.com

Website: www.senatorrichards.com




